BAJA CALIFORNIA: AMONG THE GREAT WHALES
NG Venture Departures route: San Carlos, Mexico to Loreto, Mexico
National Geographic Venture

100 Guests

Expeditions in: Jan/Feb/Mar

From $6,590 to $12,120 *

Enter the California gray whale birthing lagoons of Bahía Magdalena for close encounters with these gentle giants, a
rare privilege in the natural world. Plus explore the islands dotting the azure Sea of Cortez, one of the best places to see
marine mammals.

Call us at 1.800.397.3348 or call your Travel Agent. In Australia, call 1300.361.012 • www.expeditions.com
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DAY 1: Loreto / San Carlos / Embark
Arrive in Loreto by early afternoon for transfer to
San Carlos. Embark National Geographic Venture
in the evening, anchored off the coast of Isla
Santa Margarita.

DAY 2: Bahia Almejas / Rehusa Channel / Isla
Magdalena
Awake anchored in Bahia Almejas, the
southernmost part of the bay. We’ll observe a
large frigatebird colony en route to the spectacular
whale grounds of Bahía Almejas. Whales in this
part of the bay tend to be very active, seemingly
oblivious to our presence, so settle in for some
great experiences. During lunch, the ship will
reposition to Isla Magdalena, where we’ll head to
shore to explore the ever-shifting sand dunes on a
cross-island walk to one of the most pristine
beaches in the Pacific. Bird watching can be
excellent here with abundant seabirds in action
and shorebirds patrolling the beaches as they
fatten up and prepare for long journeys to Arctic
breeding grounds. (B,L,D)

2023 Departure Dates:
7 Jan
4 Feb
4 Mar

, 14 Jan, 21 Jan
, 11 Feb, 18 Feb

, 28 Jan
, 25 Feb

2024 Departure Dates:
6 Jan
3 Feb

, 13 Jan, 20 Jan
, 10 Feb, 17 Feb

, 27 Jan
, 24 Feb

Important Flight Information
Please confirm your arrival and departure
dates prior to booking flights.
Some departures may travel in reverse.

DAY 3: Boca de Soledad

Sample Airfares:

Each winter, during their long migration, gray
whales travel south from their Arctic feeding
grounds to breed and give birth and raise their
calves in these sheltered waters. We’ll transfer by
motorcoach to López Mateos and spend the full
day observing, and with luck, interacting with
these majestic creatures. Together with savvy
local Mexican fishermen we’ve known for years,
we’ll board local boats to view the numerous
mother-calf pairs that thrive in this sheltering
region. Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant before
heading back to the ship in late afternoon. (B,L,D)

Economy(Round-trip Los
Angeles/Loreto): from $365
Business(Round-trip Los
Angeles/Loreto): from $1,075
Airfares are subject to change

DAY 4: Magdalena Bay / Cruising
Kickstart your day with morning stretch hosted by
our onboard wellness specialist on the sun deck.
After breakfast, if conditions permit, we’ll explore
the bay's vast mangrove system via kayak, standup paddleboard, and Zodiac, and learn how these
ecosystems support their surroundings. This
afternoon, we’ll sail out through “La Entrada” as
we leave Magdalena Bay behind. Traveling south
along the coast of the peninsula, there is a chance
of seeing a wide variety of marine life, including
the largest animal on Earth, the blue whale. Hear
naturalist talks and learn photography basics.
(B,L,D)

DAY 5: Gorda Banks and Cabo Pulmo
Ease into the day with a majestic sunrise over the
iconic Friars Rocks at Land’s End. We’ll spend the
rest of the morning searching the seas of Gorda
Banks seamount, a renowned gathering place for
whales, especially humpbacks, dolphins, and
other sea life. Following lunch, we’ll set out to
snorkel the pristine reefs of Cabo Pulmo National
Marine Park, one of the most successful national
marine parks in the world, and chat with locals
about their advocacy to protect this unique place.
(B,L,D)

Cost Includes:
All accommodations aboard ship or in hotels per
itinerary or similar; all meals and nonalcoholic
beverages* aboard ship; meals on land as
indicated, accompanied by nonalcoholic
beverages; air transportation where indicated as
included; shore excursions; sightseeing and
entrance fees; special access permits; transfers
to and from designated flights; use of snorkeling
equipment, wetsuits, kayaks, stand-up
paddleboard; tips (except to ship’s crew); taxes
and service charges; services of a ship
physician and services of our expedition staff.
Unused services or items included in our
programs are non-refundable.
*NOTE: Starting in 2024, alcoholic beverages
will be included aboard National Geographic
Venture.

Cost Not Included:
Air transportation (except where specified
as included); extensions; passport; visa;
immigration fees; meals not indicated;
travel protection plan; and items of a
personal nature, such as internet access
and laundry.

DAY 6: Los Islotes and La Paz

Call us at 1.800.397.3348 or call your Travel Agent. In Australia, call 1300.361.012 • www.expeditions.com

Conditions permitting, we'll anchor off the coast of
Los Islotes, where we’ll don flippers, a mask, and
snorkel (which we provide) and swim with curious
sea lions. Then we’ll reposition to the colorful city
of La Paz to garner insight into the culture of
Mexico, soak in the vibrant street art, and stroll the
lively "Malecon." Dinner will be an unforgettable
cultural experience, complete with local cuisine,
dancing, and folklore. (B,L,D)
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DAY 7: Exploring the Gulf of California
Our plan is flexible as we explore some of the
gulf’s many uninhabited islands. Our captain and
Expedition Leader will choose the perfect
combination of activities for the day. We may go
ashore at Isla San Francisco, where a sweeping
arc of white sand beach beckons you to kayak or
stand-up paddleboard. Or hike with your naturalist
to the nearby ridge for unparalleled views over Isla
Danzante. You may also visit the abandoned salt
works on Isla Carmen. You’ll get a chance to see
the great diversity offered in the Gulf of California,
and with some luck, spot the amazing wildlife.
(B,L,D)

DAY 8: Loreto / Disembark
Disembark in Loreto after breakfast and transfer to
the city center. Here you can choose to visit the
first mission in Baja California, as well as the
nearby museum to learn more about what makes
this town so special. Enjoy free time to explore the
quaint shops and vibrant side streets. After lunch,
transfer to Loreto Airport for flights home. (B,L)

Special Offers

EARLY BOOKING SAVINGS
Book 2024 departures and get 2023 rates
if booked by January 13, 2023. Valid for
new bookings on departures on LindbladNational Geographic ships, Delfin II, and
The Jahan, subject to availability, not
applicable on extensions, and may not be
combined with other offers. Call for
details.

FREE BAR POLICY
Enjoy free beer and wine (excluding
super-premium brands) on all 2023
departures aboard National Geographic
Venture, National Geographic Quest,
National Geographic Sea Bird, and
National Geographic Sea Lion. Starting in
2024, your full bar tab (excluding superpremium brands) will be included.

CELEBRATE LIFE'S
MILESTONES
Join us and celebrate your great
milestones, including birthdays,
anniversaries, family reunions,
retirements, and more. Beginning in 2023,
groups of 8 or more traveling together in
celebration receive 5% off and a
complimentary group photograph, while
the cabin-of-honor receives onboard ship
credit, beautiful cake, and more onboard
celebrations. Milestone celebration must
be communicated at time of booking.
Milestone amenity package is one per
group, intended for the guest celebrating
the Milestone event. Group discount is
applicable to cruise portion only, and does
not apply towards additional services
such as hotels, extensions, airfare, etc.
Group cancellation terms also apply. Not
combinable with certain offers.

BACK-TO-BACK SAVINGS
Save 10% on any consecutive journeys
taken on board one of our expedition
ships. This savings is applicable on
voyage fares only, and are not valid on
extensions or airfare.

BRINGING THE KIDS
We believe sharing an expedition with
your kids or grandkids is a life-enhancing
experience. So take $500 off for each
child under the age of 18.

TRAVELING AS A GROUP
Save 5% when traveling as a group of 8
or more people. Take advantage of these
great savings, while enjoying traveling
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with your friends and family. This savings
is applicable to voyage fares only, and is
not valid on extensions or airfare.
Deposit, final payments, and cancellation
policies for group travel vary from our
regular policies.

COMBINING OFFERS
Certain offers may be combinable, up to
two savings opportunities, except where
noted otherwise. For example, travel with
a group of 8 or more on back-to-back
expeditions, and take advantage of both
savings.
* See our website at https://www.expeditions.com/ for the most up-to-date pricing, which may vary by departure date. Prices
are subject to modification, and are not guaranteed until booking and required deposits are made. For best pricing, book
early.

(1) Travel Protection Plan
We strongly recommend our guests to take advantage of our Travel Protection Plan. This plan offers comprehensive
coverage to protect you from cancellation fees, costs incurred due to trip delays/interruption, damage or loss of
baggage, medical assistance, and evacuation during your travels. Our Travel Protection Plan is available for U.S.
residents only, and may be purchased any time prior to final payment due date, Travel Protection premiums are nonrefundable once plan is purchased.
Learn more about our Travel Protection “Plus” Plan: https://www.expeditions.com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/

(2) Cancellation Policy
Review our cancellation policy: https://www.expeditions.com/cancellation-policy/
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