FRENCH POLYNESIA: BEYOND THE POSTCARD
Current route: Papeete, Tahiti, French Polynesia to Bora Bora, French Polynesia
Expeditions in: Apr/May

Venture to the heart of Polynesian culture and wildness on this highly immersive expedition where options abound. Choose to kayak,
stand-up paddleboard, or take a bike ride for independent exploration and to connect with these people and islands on a personal level.
Explore the historic ceremonial site, called a marae, on Raiatea where Polynesian seafarers would begin their bold expeditions sailing into
the unknown—expeditions that would eventually lead to populating Hawaii and New Zealand. Sail among some of the 80 atolls of the
Tuamotu Archipelago, a string of tiny islands in an azure sea that hides thriving reefs we’ll explore while scuba diving and snorkeling.
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DAY 1: Depart U.S.
Depart on an overnight flight to Tahiti.

DAY 2: Papeete, French Polynesia/Embark
Arrive in Papeete, Tahiti early this morning.
Connect with your fellow travelers for lunch and
take a brief tour of the island before embarking
National Geographic Orion. (B,L,D)

DAY 3-4: Tuamotu Archipelago
Spend two days exploring some of the nearly 80
islands and atolls in the “Dangerous Archipelago.”
Get to know the locals on the palm-fringed island
of Anaa and swim in its turquoise waters. Then
explore Fakarava, one of the largest atolls in
French Polynesia and part of a UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve. Snorkel its protected reefs or
ride the current into the lagoon on a world-famous
drift dive. (B,L,D)

Important Flight Information
Please confirm arrival and departure dates prior
to booking flights.

Cost Includes:
Accommodations; meals indicated; alcoholic
beverages (except premium brands);
excursions; services of Lindblad Expeditions’
Leader, Naturalist staff and expert guides; use of
kayaks; entrance fees; all port charges and
service taxes; gratuities to ship’s crew.

Cost Not Included:
Immigration fees are not included. Air
transportation; personal items such as emails,
laundry, voyage DVD etc.

DAY 5: Rangiroa
The atoll of Rangiroa is a ring of slender islands
known for some of the best diving and snorkeling
in French Polynesia. The turquoise lagoon at its
center is the second-largest in the world. Visit the
village, and kayak, snorkel, and scuba dive in the
rich waters here, home to large schools of pelagic
fish, manta rays, dolphins, and sea turtles. (B,L,D)

DAY 6: Makatea
An uplifted coral atoll, the island of Makatea is one
of the most unique landforms in the Pacific. Spend
the day exploring limestone caves and grottos with
your expedition team and local guides, or search
for endemic fruit doves and myriad seabirds.
(B,L,D)

DAY 7: Ra’iatea / Taha'a
Encircled by a single fringing reef, and sharing a
common lagoon, Ra’iatea and Taha’a are islands
well worth exploring. One of the most important
cultural sites in the Polynesian world, Marae
Taputapuatea was a center for Polynesian
seafarers and the location from which they set out
for Rapa Nui (Easter Island), Hawai’i and New
Zealand. Watch from on deck as we navigate
lagoon channels en route to Taha’a, then go
ashore for a visit to a small, family-run vanilla
plantation. (B,L,D)

DAY 8: Huahine
One of Polynesia’s best-kept secrets, Huahine is
well off the beaten path. Once the home of
Tahitian royalty, Huahine maintains the highest
density of ancient marae in French Polynesia. Visit
these sites with cultural experts and
archaeologists who bring them to life. Explore the
verdant shoreline by kayak, stand-up paddleboard
or Zodiac. Finish the day with a swim in the
island’s crystal-clear lagoon. (B,L,D)

DAY 9-10: Bora Bora / Disembark / Papeete /
Home
Disembark this morning amidst one of the South
Pacific’s most iconic images: the angular crags of
Bora Bora’s Mount Otemanu. Take a short flight
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back to Papeete, where you’ll connect to your
international overnight flight home. (Day 9: B,L)

* See our website at https://www.expeditions.com/ for the most up-to-date pricing, which may vary by departure date. Prices
are subject to modification, and are not guaranteed until booking and required deposits are made. For best pricing, book
early.

(1) Travel Protection Plan
We strongly recommend our guests to take advantage of our Travel Protection Plan. This plan offers comprehensive
coverage to protect you from cancellation fees, costs incurred due to trip delays/interruption, damage or loss of
baggage, medical assistance, and evacuation during your travels. Our Travel Protection Plan is available for U.S.
residents only, and may be purchased any time prior to final payment due date, Travel Protection premiums are nonrefundable once plan is purchased.
Learn more about our Travel Protection “Plus” Plan: https://www.expeditions.com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/

(2) Cancellation Policy
Review our cancellation policy: https://www.expeditions.com/cancellation-policy/

Call us at 1.800.397.3348 or call your Travel Agent. In Australia, call 1300.361.012 • www.expeditions.com

