SAILING THE EAST CHINA SEA: JAPAN, OKINAWA, AND TAIWAN
2023 route: Kobe, Japan to Keelung (Taipei), Taiwan
National Geographic Resolution

128 Guests

Expeditions in: Sep

From $20,050 to $40,710 *

Island-hop your way from Japan to Taiwan aboard the National Geographic Resolution, experiencing a wide array of natural
wonders, historic sites, and cultural treasures along the way. From the Edo-period towns on the southern coast of Honshu, set
sail to the islands of the Seto Inland Sea, encountering contemporary art and age-old culinary traditions, stunning architecture
and iconic shrines. Cruise south to snorkel and kayak among the gem-like islands of the East China Sea before exploring the
diverse sites of northeastern Taiwan.

Call us at 1.800.397.3348 or call your Travel Agent. In Australia, call 1300.361.012 • www.expeditions.com
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DAY 1-2: U.S. / Osaka, Japan / Kobe
Depart on an overnight flight to Osaka, Japan.
Transfer to nearby Kobe, and check in to our hotel.
Meet your fellow travelers at a welcome reception
in the evening. (Day 2: D)

DAY 3: Kobe / Himeji
Start the day with a visit to Himeji Castle, a 17thcentury masterpiece of Japan’s early Shogun era.
Known as “White Heron Castle” for its soaring
architecture and whitewashed façade, the castle
was one of the first sites in Japan to be designated
a UNESCO World Heritage site. In the afternoon,
settle into your cabin aboard the National
Geographic Resolution. (B,L,D)

DAY 4: Okayama / Kurashiki
Follow the Seto Inland Sea west to Okayama,
where we’ll take a walk in Koraku-en Garden, one
of Japan’s most beautiful landscape gardens.
Designed in 1700, Koraku-en draws together
bamboo groves and cherry trees, traditional
teahouses, pine forests, and serene lakes. Later
stop by the city’s black-walled Okayama Castle, or
“Crow Castle.” In the historic center of nearby
Kurashiki, stroll along a picturesque canal lined
with willow trees and beautifully preserved
granaries once used to store rice and other local
produce. See the works of Japanese and
European masters at the Ohara Museum of Art,
and get a glimpse of the past at Ohashi House,
the 18th-century home of a wealthy merchant.
(B,L,D)

DAY 5: Naoshima and Shodoshima Islands
Encounter an astounding range of art—from
Monet’s "Water Lilies" to Yayoi Kusama’s polkadotted pumpkins—on Naoshima, an island that
has been transformed into a hub for art and artists.
Continue to Shodoshima, a culinary mecca for
some 400 years, producing soy sauce and
delicate somen noodles, and more recently olives
and olive oil. Here, admire seaside terraced rice
fields and the stunning Kanka-kei Gorge, and pay
a visit to a soya house and museum. (B,L,D)

2023 Departure Dates:
16 Sep

Sample Airfares:
Economy(Seattle-Osaka/TaipeiSeattle): from $1,390
Business(Seattle-Osaka/TaipeiSeattle): from $6,275
Airfares are subject to change

Cost Includes:
All accommodations aboard ship or in hotels per
itinerary or similar; all meals and alcoholic
beverages (except certain super-premium
brands) aboard ship; all meals and nonalcoholic
beverages aboard ship; meals on land as
indicated, accompanied by nonalcoholic
beverages; air transportation where indicated as
included; shore excursions; sightseeing and
entrance fees; special access permits; transfers
to and from designated flights; use of snorkeling
equipment, wetsuits, and kayaks; tips (including
to ship’s crew); taxes and service charges;
services of a ship physician and services of our
expedition staff. Unused services or items
included in our programs are non-refundable.

Cost Not Included:
Air transportation; extensions; passport; visa;
immigration fees; meals not indicated; travel
protection plan; and items of a personal nature,
such as internet access and laundry.

DAY 6: Miyajima Island and Hiroshima
Located just off the mainland, the island of
Miyajima is home to one of Japan’s most iconic
sites: Itsukushima Shrine. This World Heritage site
is a shrine to women built in the sixth century and
known for its crimson torii gate that seems to float
on the sea at high tide. Spend the afternoon in
Hiroshima, the epicenter of the world’s first nuclear
bomb attack in 1945, now rebuilt as a center of
peace and reconciliation. (B,L,D)

DAY 7: Shikoku Island: Uchiko and Ozu
Dock on the island of Shikoku, and travel to
Uchiko. Venture into the historic district of Yokaichi
to see beautifully preserved merchant houses built
in the 19th century, when the region was a major
producer of wax. Continue to Ozu and meander
along alleyways of old houses from the Edo and
Mejii Periods. Then admire the elegant
architectural details of Garyu Sanso Villa, a
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thatched roof manor set on the banks of the
Hijikawa River. (B,L,D)
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DAY 8: Yakushima Island
Sail south to Yakushima, a verdant island set at
the tip of the main Japanese archipelago. Here,
subtropical vegetation lines the coast while the
interior harbors an ancient temperate rainforest
that has been declared a UNESCO World
Heritage site. Head out for a hike to examine the
island’s diverse plant and animal species,
including enormous yakusugi cedars that date
back more than a thousand years. (B,L,D)

DAY 9: Amami Oshima Island
Just north of Okinawa, Amami Oshima is graced
with white sand beaches, mangroves, and giant
sago palms, as well as a vibrant artistic tradition.
Trace its unique cultural heritage at the Amami
City Folk Heritage Museum, and visit the Tanaka
Isson Memorial Museum of Art, dedicated to the
renowned Japanese artist who made his home
here. This afternoon, relax on deck as the ship
cruises along the island’s stunning coast. (B,L,D)

DAY 10: Naha, Okinawa / Kerama Islands
Okinawa was the center of the Ryukyu Kingdom
for centuries and only became part of Japan in
1868. Learn about the kingdom’s historic
importance and the devastating history of World
War II on these islands. Visit the Peace Memorial
Park in Itoman, set on the site of the last battle on
the southern tip of the main island. Then continue
to pristine Kerama Island to spend the afternoon
snorkeling, kayaking, and relaxing on the beach.
(B,L,D)

DAY 11-13: Miyako & Yaeyama Islands
Scattered in the East China Sea off the coast of
Taiwan, these tiny islands offer some of the best
coral reefs and beaches in the region. Spend three
days exploring above and below the water. Ride a
Zodiac through the mangroves to spot
mudskippers, ruddy kingfishers, or whistling green
pigeons. Snorkel vibrant coral reefs and look for
the elusive Okinawan dugong, a distant relative of
the manatee. (B,L,D)

DAY 14: Keelung, Taiwan
Dock in the port city of Keelung, situated on
Taiwan’s northeastern coast. Trace the shore to
Jinbaoshan Cemetery, where intricately carved
graves lie among gorgeous seaside gardens filled
with sculptures and interesting architecture. Then
wander amongst the whimsical hoodoos of Yehliu
Geopark, a narrow cape where the elements have
whittled rock into thin spires and unusual shapes.
Learn about mining culture at Jinguashi, site of the
Taiwanese gold rush at the turn of the 20th
century. Experience a traditional tea ceremony
before returning the ship. (B,L,D)

DAY 15: Taipei / U.S.
Disembark this morning and travel overland to
Taipei. Here, get a close up look at Taiwan’s
traditional decorative arts at the exquisitely
restored Bao’an Temple. Continue to the National
Palace Museum to see an unparalleled collection

Special Offers

CELEBRATE LIFE'S
MILESTONES
Join us and celebrate your great
milestones, including birthdays,
anniversaries, family reunions,
retirements, and more. Beginning in 2023,
groups of 8 or more traveling together in
celebration receive 5% off and a
complimentary group photograph, while
the cabin-of-honor receives onboard ship
credit, beautiful cake, and more onboard
celebrations. Milestone celebration must
be communicated at time of booking.
Milestone amenity package is one per
group, intended for the guest celebrating
the Milestone event. Group discount is
applicable to cruise portion only, and does
not apply towards additional services
such as hotels, extensions, airfare, etc.
Group cancellation terms also apply. Not
combinable with certain offers.

FREE BAR TAB AND CREW
TIPS INCLUDED
We will cover your bar tab (including
alcoholic beverages aboard the ship
except certain premium brands of
alcohol), and all tips for the crew on all
National Geographic Resolution, National
Geographic Explorer, National
Geographic Endurance, and National
Geographic Orion voyages.

BACK-TO-BACK SAVINGS
Save 10% on any consecutive journeys
taken on board one of our expedition
ships. This savings is applicable on
voyage fares only, and are not valid on
extensions or airfare.

BRINGING THE KIDS
We believe sharing an expedition with
your kids or grandkids is a life-enhancing
experience. So take $500 off for each
child under the age of 18.

TRAVELING AS A GROUP
Save 5% when traveling as a group of 8
or more people. Take advantage of these
great savings, while enjoying traveling
with your friends and family. This savings
is applicable to voyage fares only, and is
not valid on extensions or airfare.
Deposit, final payments, and cancellation
policies for group travel vary from our
regular policies.

COMBINING OFFERS
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of Chinese art and artifacts that Chiang Kai Shek
brought with him following the Chinese Communist
Revolution in 1949. After lunch, transfer to the
airport for your flight home. (B,L)

Certain offers may be combinable, up to
two savings opportunities, except where
noted otherwise. For example, travel with
a group of 8 or more on back-to-back
expeditions, and take advantage of both
savings.

* See our website at https://www.expeditions.com/ for the most up-to-date pricing, which may vary by departure date. Prices
are subject to modification, and are not guaranteed until booking and required deposits are made. For best pricing, book
early.

(1) Travel Protection Plan
We strongly recommend our guests to take advantage of our Travel Protection Plan. This plan offers comprehensive
coverage to protect you from cancellation fees, costs incurred due to trip delays/interruption, damage or loss of
baggage, medical assistance, and evacuation during your travels. Our Travel Protection Plan is available for U.S.
residents only, and may be purchased any time prior to final payment due date, Travel Protection premiums are nonrefundable once plan is purchased.
Learn more about our Travel Protection “Plus” Plan: https://www.expeditions.com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/

(2) Cancellation Policy
Review our cancellation policy: https://www.expeditions.com/cancellation-policy/
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