EXPLORING THE GULF OF CALIFORNIA: A LIVING SEA & DESERT
ISLES
Current route: Loreto, Mexico to Loreto, Mexico
National Geographic Venture

100 Guests

Expeditions in: Apr/Dec

From $6,990 to $12,540 *

Explore the Sea of Cortez: among the best places in the world to see a great variety of whales, plus dolphins in
abundance. With a flexible itinerary, rely on our expert staff to follow the seasonal movements of migrating birds and
feeding whales ensuring excellent wildlife sightings. Hike forests of giant cacti, snorkel with sea lions, and discover rare
wildlife among desert islands..

Call us at 1.800.397.3348 or call your Travel Agent. In Australia, call 1300.361.012 • www.expeditions.com
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DAY 1: Home / Loreto / Embark
Arrive into Loreto by early afternoon and transfer
to National Geographic Venture to set sail at
sunset. (D)

DAY 2-7: Exploring the Gulf of California
As writer and longtime Lindblad naturalist Stewart
Aitchison describes it - “The Vermilion Sea—it’s a
romantic name that conjures up visions of fiery
sunsets, leaping dolphins, and deserted beaches.”
It is all this and so much more. Our routing is
designed with flexibility in mind to maximize
opportunities for wildlife sightings. It will most likely
include the islands and activities listed below,
although the order may vary. (B,L,D daily)
Isla San Esteban and San Pedro Mártir:
Walk up a desert wash to search for desert
songbirds such as the handsome black-throated
sparrow, listen for the cascading song of the
canyon wren, and search for the endemic pinto
chuckwalla—a plump, harmless desert lizard.
Later visit Isla San Pedro Mártir, a 1,000-foot-high
guano-covered island that is home to thousands of
seabirds: brown pelicans, magnificent frigatebirds,
Brandt’s cormorants, and California sea lions.
Isla San Marcos:
At Isla San Marcos there is a beautiful shoreline
for swimming, snorkeling, and kayaking. In the
afternoon we are again in rich waters, near the
mouth of Bahía Concepción. Here we are on the
lookout for pods of dolphins—with common and
bottlenose dolphins being the most frequently
encountered species. With luck these beautiful
animals may join us as we go, riding the bow
wave, sometimes twisting and turning, and
sometimes leaping from the water.
Isla San José:
One of the larger islands in the Gulf of California,
San José offers several landing possibilities
depending on conditions and the whim of the
moment. Photograph the ochre cliffs of the island’s
eastern shore, hike an enchanted, cactus-laden
arroyo, and visit the abandoned salt works to the
west. Snorkel with sea lions and discover rare
wildlife among desert islands.
Bahía Loreto Marine Park:
This morning we’ll search for the waters south of
Isla Carmen, an area offering the possibility of
encountering fin whales, which researchers have
recently concluded may be part a resident
population. Bottlenose and common dolphins are
frequently encountered. In the afternoon we visit
one of the islands of Bahía Loreto Marine Park,
with ample time for kayaking, snorkeling, stand-up
paddleboarding, and possibly hiking. In the
evening, enjoy a beach barbecue under the desert
sky.

2023 Departure Dates:
10 Apr
20 Dec, 27 Dec

2024 Departure Dates:
14 Dec, 21 Dec, 28 Dec

Important Flight Information
Please confirm your arrival and departure
dates prior to booking flights.

Sample Airfares:
Economy(Round-trip Los
Angeles/Loreto): from $365
Business(Round-trip Los
Angeles/Loreto): from $1,075
Airfares are subject to change

Cost Includes:
All accommodations aboard ship or in hotels per
itinerary or similar; all meals and nonalcoholic
beverages* aboard ship; meals on land as
indicated, accompanied by nonalcoholic
beverages; air transportation where indicated as
included; shore excursions; sightseeing and
entrance fees; special access permits; transfers
to and from designated flights; use of snorkeling
equipment, wetsuits, kayaks, stand-up
paddleboard; tips (except to ship’s crew); taxes
and service charges; services of a ship
physician and services of our expedition staff.
Unused services or items included in our
programs are non-refundable.
*NOTE: Starting in 2024, alcoholic beverages
will be included aboard National Geographic
Venture.

Cost Not Included:
Air transportation (except where specified
as included); extensions; passport; visa;
immigration fees; meals not indicated;
travel protection plan; and items of a
personal nature, such as internet access
and laundry.

Los Islotes and Isla San Francisco:
At Los Islotes, don flippers, a mask, and snorkel
(which we’ll gladly provide) and swim with curious
sea lions. We have a leisurely afternoon to swim,
kayak, or hike at Isla San Francisco. Look skyward
for yellow-footed gulls, brown pelicans, and bluefooted boobies.

Call us at 1.800.397.3348 or call your Travel Agent. In Australia, call 1300.361.012 • www.expeditions.com
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DAY 8: Disembark / Loreto / Home
Disembark and explore Loreto, where we will have
the opportunity to visit the first mission in Baja
California, as well as the nearby museum to learn
more about what makes this town so special.
Enjoy free time to explore quaint shops and
vibrant side streets. After lunch, transfer to Loreto
Airport for flights home. (B,L)

Special Offers

EARLY BOOKING SAVINGS
Book 2024 departures and get 2023 rates
if booked by January 13, 2023. Valid for
new bookings on departures on LindbladNational Geographic ships, Delfin II, and
The Jahan, subject to availability, not
applicable on extensions, and may not be
combined with other offers. Call for
details.

$350 AIR CREDIT ON SELECT
DATES
Book by April 30, 2023, to receive a $350
air credit per person on select departures.
New Bookings only. Subject to availability.
Credit will be deducted from cabin fare
prior to any additional applicable savings.
Call for details.Call for details.

SOLO TRAVELER SAVINGS
Book by April 30, 2023, and we will waive
the solo premium on solo cabins on select
departures. Valid for new bookings only
on select departures, subject to
availability, not applicable on extensions,
and may not be combined with other
offers. Call for details.

CELEBRATE LIFE'S
MILESTONES
Join us and celebrate your great
milestones, including birthdays,
anniversaries, family reunions,
retirements, and more. Beginning in 2023,
groups of 8 or more traveling together in
celebration receive 5% off and a
complimentary group photograph, while
the cabin-of-honor receives onboard ship
credit, beautiful cake, and more onboard
celebrations. Milestone celebration must
be communicated at time of booking.
Milestone amenity package is one per
group, intended for the guest celebrating
the Milestone event. Group discount is
applicable to cruise portion only, and does
not apply towards additional services
such as hotels, extensions, airfare, etc.
Group cancellation terms also apply. Not
combinable with certain offers.

BACK-TO-BACK SAVINGS
Save 10% on any consecutive journeys
taken on board one of our expedition
ships. This savings is applicable on
voyage fares only, and are not valid on
extensions or airfare.

BRINGING THE KIDS
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We believe sharing an expedition with
your kids or grandkids is a life-enhancing
experience. So take $500 off for each
child under the age of 18.

TRAVELING AS A GROUP
Save 5% when traveling as a group of 8
or more people. Take advantage of these
great savings, while enjoying traveling
with your friends and family. This savings
is applicable to voyage fares only, and is
not valid on extensions or airfare.
Deposit, final payments, and cancellation
policies for group travel vary from our
regular policies.

4TH GUEST TRAVELS FREE
4th person travels free on select 2022
departures. Bookings of three full-paying
guests may bring a fourth person for free.
Offer applicable only on bookings of two
double-occupancy cabins, and second
cabin must be in same category or lower
as first cabin. Valid on select 2022
departures, for new bookings only, subject
to availability, not applicable on airfare or
extensions, and is not combinable with
other offers. Call for details.

COMBINING OFFERS
Certain offers may be combinable, up to
two savings opportunities, except where
noted otherwise. For example, travel with
a group of 8 or more on back-to-back
expeditions, and take advantage of both
savings.
* See our website at https://www.expeditions.com/ for the most up-to-date pricing, which may vary by departure date. Prices
are subject to modification, and are not guaranteed until booking and required deposits are made. For best pricing, book
early.

(1) Travel Protection Plan
We strongly recommend our guests to take advantage of our Travel Protection Plan. This plan offers comprehensive
coverage to protect you from cancellation fees, costs incurred due to trip delays/interruption, damage or loss of
baggage, medical assistance, and evacuation during your travels. Our Travel Protection Plan is available for U.S.
residents only, and may be purchased any time prior to final payment due date, Travel Protection premiums are nonrefundable once plan is purchased.
Learn more about our Travel Protection “Plus” Plan: https://www.expeditions.com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/

(2) Cancellation Policy
Review our cancellation policy: https://www.expeditions.com/cancellation-policy/
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