WILD SOUTH CAROLINA ESCAPE: BEAUFORT AND THE BARRIER
ISLANDS
Standard route: Charleston, South Carolina to Charleston, South Carolina
Expeditions in: Nov
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DAY 1: Charleston, South Carolina
Arrive in Charleston and transfer to National
Geographic Sea Lion. This evening, sail out of
scenic Charleston harbor and follow the coast
southwest, skirting the barrier islands that shelter
the mainland. (D)

DAY 2: Beaufort and Port Royal Island
We round Bay Point Island early this morning and
enter the mouth of the Harbor River. Be on deck
as the South Carolina coastline awakens. We’ll
make our way along the coast of Port Royal Island
to the historic town of Beaufort. This beautiful area
was alternately settled—and sometimes fought
over—by English, French, and Spanish colonists
as well as its original Native American inhabitants.
Dive in to this diverse heritage today, visiting Old
Sheldon Church; the Port Royal Museum; and the
Penn Center, the first academic school for freed
people. See opulent historic mansions, and then
head to Lady’s Island Oysters for a tasting of
oysters raised in the nearby estuary. (B,L,D)

Cost Includes:
All accommodations aboard ship or in hotels per
itinerary or similar; all meals and nonalcoholic
beverages* aboard ship; meals on land as
indicated, accompanied by nonalcoholic
beverages; shore excursions; sightseeing and
entrance fees; special access permits; transfers
to and from designated flights; use of snorkeling
equipment, wetsuits, kayaks, and stand-up
paddleboard; tips (except to ship’s crew); taxes
and service charges; services of a ship
physician and services of our expedition staff.
Unused services or items included in our
programs are non-refundable.
*NOTE: Starting in 2024, alcoholic beverages
will be included aboard National Geographic
Sea Lion.

Cost Not Included:
Air transportation (except where specified as
included); extensions; passport; visa;
immigration fees; meals not indicated; travel
protection plan; and items of a personal nature,
such as internet access and laundry.

DAY 3: St. Phillips Island / Edisto Island
Spend today exploring several of the barrier
islands. On pristine St. Phillips Island, which was
never developed and is now part of a state park,
hike trails that weave from sand dunes to salt
marshes to maritime forest. Keep an eye out for
migrating warblers and roseate spoonbills in the
quiet waterways, as well as alligators, loggerhead
sea turtles, and more. Watch for dolphins as we
cross St. Helena Sound. Conditions permitting,
we’ll go ashore at Edisto Island to visit Botany Bay
Plantation Wildlife Management Area. Originally
two plantations that played a role during the Civil
War, this protected area now comprises 4,600
acres of wild beach, pine forests, and freshwater
ponds, dotted with historic plantation ruins. (B,L,D)

DAY 4: Exploring Cape Romain National
Wildlife Refuge
Trace the coast north past Charleston to Cape
Romain National Wildlife Refuge, which spans 104
square miles from Bull Island in the south to
Murphy Island in the north. We have an entire day
to explore the refuge and discover its wildlife and
history. Hike one of the its many trails, or cruise
close to shore in a Zodiac, watching for dolphins
and seabirds. Have your camera ready as we
pass the Cape Romain Lighthouse. (B,L,D)

DAY 5: Francis Marion National Forest
Today we set off into the waterways of Francis
Marion National Forest. Dotted with towering oldgrowth bald cypress trees, this black water region
draws all manner of wildlife, from nesting birds to
sunning reptiles, and insects humming among the
reeds. (B,L,D)

DAY 6: Charleston / Home
This morning, National Geographic Sea Lion
arrives in Charleston where we disembark and
transfer to the airport for flights home. (B)
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* See our website at https://www.expeditions.com/ for the most up-to-date pricing, which may vary by departure date. Prices
are subject to modification, and are not guaranteed until booking and required deposits are made. For best pricing, book
early.

(1) Travel Protection Plan
We strongly recommend our guests to take advantage of our Travel Protection Plan. This plan offers comprehensive
coverage to protect you from cancellation fees, costs incurred due to trip delays/interruption, damage or loss of
baggage, medical assistance, and evacuation during your travels. Our Travel Protection Plan is available for U.S.
residents only, and may be purchased any time prior to final payment due date, Travel Protection premiums are nonrefundable once plan is purchased.
Learn more about our Travel Protection “Plus” Plan: https://www.expeditions.com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/

(2) Cancellation Policy
Review our cancellation policy: https://www.expeditions.com/cancellation-policy/
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