NAVIGATING THE BALTIC SEA
Current route: Copenhagen, Denmark to Copenhagen, Denmark
Expeditions in: May

Call us at 1.800.397.3348 or call your Travel Agent. In Australia, call 1300.361.012 • www.expeditions.com

DAY 1-2: U.S. / Copenhagen, Denmark /
Embark
After an overnight flight, arrive in the Danish
capital of Copenhagen. See the city from the water
on a boat cruise along its charming canals, then
embark the National Geographic Explorer. (Day 2:
L,D)

DAY 3: Lübeck, Germany
Today we dock at World Heritage-listed Lübeck,
once the medieval capital of the Hanseatic
League. Take a walking tour of the old town for an
insider’s perspective on its Hanseatic and
Renaissance architecture, including
Buddenbrookhaus—once home to Germany’s
famed novelist brothers, Heinrich and Thomas
Mann. In the afternoon, visit the four-masted steel
barque Passat or enjoy a traditional German beer
tasting in a centuries-old vaulted cellar. (B,L,D)

DAY 4: Christiansø and Bornholm, Denmark
Sail to the tiny isle of Christiansø, where Danish
fortifications date from 1684. Join our National
Geographic Photography Expert for a walk among
the colorful buildings of this car-free island, home
to less than 100 people and just one species of
mammal: the hedgehog. This afternoon we cruise
to Bornholm Island. Hike the coast trail to the clifftop ruins of the Hammershus fortress, or visit the
island’s round churches and the harbor village of
Svaneke, voted Denmark’s most beautiful town in
2013. (B,L,D)

DAY 5: Kalmar Strait, Sweden / Öland
Enjoy a leisurely sail through the narrow Kalmar
Strait, which separates the Swedish mainland from
the island of Öland. Visit Kalmar Castle, a seaside
Renaissance castle set on the site where the
Kalmar Union was signed in 1397, bringing
Norway, Sweden, and Denmark under a single
monarch. Or venture to Öland, a long island of
limestone heaths and endless beaches that has
long been a vacation destination for Swedish
royalty. Its first inhabitants date back some 6,000
years. Learn about the Mesolithic and Neolithic
sites on the island and discover its diverse flora
and fauna as we explore the coast. (B,L,D)

DAY 6-7: Aland Islands, Finland / At Sea
Arrive in Mariehamn, the capital of Finland’s Åland
Islands, an autonomous region made up of over
6,700 islands where 90% of the population speaks
Swedish. Delve into the rich history of the islands,
get a taste for their musical and culinary traditions,
and learn how the Baltic Sea has connected major
empires throughout history. Set off on a hike along
its shores before cruising into the Gulf of Finland.
As we sail away from Mariehamn, relax on board,
spending time with fellow travelers, learning
photography tips from our photographers, or
spotting sea life along the shores of Finland.
(B,L,D)
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DAY 8: Kotka
Dock in the port city of Kotka, which played a role
in the persistent struggle between Sweden and
Russia for supremacy on the sea. Visit the
Langinkoski Imperial Fishing Lodge, a getaway for
Russian Tsar Alexander III and his family during
the late 1800s. Set out by Zodiac to discover
shipwreck sites in Kotka harbor, and learn about
the pivotal Battle of Svenskund in 1790, when the
outnumbered Swedish naval forces defeated the
Russian fleet and brought about the end of the
Russo-Swedish War. (B,L,D)

DAY 9-10: Helsinki
Awaken in Helsinki, a stylish capital known for its
creativity, architecture, and vibrant contemporary
design scene. Choose from several options during
our time here: a traditional Finnish foraging
excursion; a visit to the World Heritage-listed
Suomenlinna Fortress; or a trip back in time to the
home of Carl Gustaf Emil Mannerheim, one of
Finland’s most notable statesman. Then explore in
and around Finland’s capital: tour a grand estate
in Porvoo; visit Seurasaari Open Air Museum,
dedicated to preserving the traditions of rural
Finland; or venture to Fiskars, a haven for artists
where innovative cabinetmakers, glass-blowers,
and sculptors ply their trades. (B,L,D)

DAY 11: Exploring Coastal Finland
Today we’ll explore Finland’s southern coastline,
with its numerous bays, inlets, and islands rich
with natural history. Navigate the labyrinthine
passages of Ekenäs Archipelago National Park by
kayak or Zodiac and disembark to explore its
rocky and windswept islets. (B,L,D)

DAY 12-13: Stockholm Archipelago, Sweden
/ Stockholm
Cruise the Stockholm archipelago en route to the
Swedish capital. We’ll stay docked in Stockholm
overnight so you can enjoy this magical
Scandinavian city at your leisure. The next day,
marvel at an amazingly preserved 17th-century
wooden warship Vasa, housed in Stockholm’s
Vasa Museum. Take a walking tour of the Old
Town and visit the Royal Armoury to see the
sparkling costumes and carriages of Sweden’s
monarchs. (B,L,D)

DAY 14: Visby, Gotland
Spend the day exploring the World Heritage site of
Visby, a former Viking settlement on the island of
Gotland and one of the best-preserved medieval
towns in Scandinavia. Stroll the old town’s cobbled
streets and walk along its 13th-century wall. Then
visit the Gotland Museum, where an incomparable
collection showcases Swedish history, from
eighth-century picture stones to the discovery in
1999 of the Spillings Hoard, a treasure trove of
Viking silver. Alternatively, head into the
countryside for a visit to a sheep farm, or join a
local guide for a bike ride, enjoying amazing views
of the medieval town of Visby and the harbor.
(B,L,D)
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DAY 15: Southern Sweden
Spend the day cruising through the southern
archipelago of Sweden. Using our ship as a base
camp, we’ll explore some of the archipelago’s
many islands and inlets as our naturalists interpret
the region’s varied natural history and geology.
(B,L,D)

DAY 16: Copenhagen / Disembark
Disembark in Copenhagen and transfer to the
airport for your flight home. (B)

* See our website at https://www.expeditions.com/ for the most up-to-date pricing, which may vary by departure date. Prices
are subject to modification, and are not guaranteed until booking and required deposits are made. For best pricing, book
early.

(1) Travel Protection Plan
We strongly recommend our guests to take advantage of our Travel Protection Plan. This plan offers comprehensive
coverage to protect you from cancellation fees, costs incurred due to trip delays/interruption, damage or loss of
baggage, medical assistance, and evacuation during your travels. Our Travel Protection Plan is available for U.S.
residents only, and may be purchased any time prior to final payment due date, Travel Protection premiums are nonrefundable once plan is purchased.
Learn more about our Travel Protection “Plus” Plan: https://www.expeditions.com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/

(2) Cancellation Policy
Review our cancellation policy: https://www.expeditions.com/cancellation-policy/
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