BELIZE TO TIKAL: REEFS, RIVERS & RUINS OF THE MAYA
WORLD
Standard route: Belize City, Belize to Flores, Guatemala
National Geographic Sea Lion

62 Guests

Expeditions in: Jan/Feb

From $6,060 to $9,830 *

Board the iconic, 62-guest Sea Lion to explore some of the 65 species of stony coral and 500 species of fish on the
Belize Barrier Reef. Snorkel or dive on colorful reefs, and kayak or paddleboard over turquoise lagoons. Then venture to
the ancient Maya ruins of Tikal. See temples overgrown with tropical rain forest and explore the stories and
archaeological sites of these stone ruins swathed in forest and teeming with wildlife.

Call us at 1.800.397.3348 or call your Travel Agent. In Australia, call 1300.361.012 • www.expeditions.com

padding

padding

padding

padding

padding

padding

DAY 1: Belize City / Embark
Arrive in Belize City and transfer to the National
Geographic Sea Lion. Settle into your cabin as
evening falls and we set sail away from the
Belizean mainland and out into the Caribbean
Sea. (D)

DAY 2: Belize Barrier Reef
Awaken in the northern cayes of the
Mesoamerican Reef, a barrier-reef system that
stretches more than 600 miles and harbors
incredible marine biodiversity. Edged with
mangroves and scattered with idyllic tropical isles,
these turquoise waters give us much to explore
during our full day here. If weather and conditions
permit, visit Half-Moon Caye to see its red-footed
boobies and magnificent frigatebird colony. Later
we’ll find a calm spot to paddle a kayak or standup
paddleboard. Or don a mask and fins to snorkel
among sea turtles, swirling schools of tropical fish,
and harmless nurse sharks. (B,L,D)

DAY 3: Mayflower-Bocawina National Park
Spend the morning discovering the lush
rainforests and waterfalls of Mayflower Bocawina
National Park. On a variety of hikes with our
naturalists, photograph unusual tropical flowers,
watch for colorful bird species, and identify the
tracks of tapirs and jungle cats. A series of camera
traps are set up throughout the park to capture
images of the elusive jaguar, so revered in Maya
culture. Meet local scientists and researchers to
see some of this footage and learn about ongoing
studies of jaguar behavior. Tonight an
internationally acclaimed drumming group, the
Garifuna Collective, joins us on board to perform
their spirited music. (B,L,D)

DAY 4: Monkey River / Belize Barrier Reef
Rise early to board Zodiacs at the mouth of
Monkey River and cruise inland through the
Belizean jungle in search of toucans, green
iguanas, and myriad bird species. Few
experiences rival hearing the first throaty roar of a
mantled howler monkey echoing across the
canopy. Explore the southern cayes of the Belize
Barrier Reef this afternoon and enjoy more
opportunities to kayak and stand-up paddleboard,
or go snorkeling amid vibrant corals teeming with
tropical fish. For scuba divers, incredible dive
opportunities abound (at additional cost). (B,L,D)

DAY 5: Belize Barrier Reef
Our second straight day on the reef brings us into
the central cayes. Here, coral patches dot the
shallow coastal lagoon, which harbors parrotfish,
butterflyfish, octopuses, and countless other
marine species. We’ll drop anchor nearby and
spend the full day within the reef, discovering
natural wonders both in the water and out. (B,L,D)

2023 Departure Dates:
10 Jan, 15 Jan, 20 Jan, 25 Jan, 30 Jan
4 Feb, 9 Feb

Important Flight Information
We will gladly assist in making your air
arrangements. Please call for airfares
from your departure city.
Some departures may travel in reverse.

Sample Airfares:
Economy(Miami to Belize
City/Guatemala City to
Miami): from $700
Business(Miami to Belize
City/Guatemala City to
Miami): from $1,000
Charter(one way Flores/Guatemala
City): from $125
Airfares are subject to change

Cost Includes:
All accommodations aboard ship or in hotels per
itinerary or similar; all meals and nonalcoholic
beverages* aboard ship; meals on land as
indicated, accompanied by nonalcoholic
beverages; shore excursions; sightseeing and
entrance fees; special access permits; transfers
to and from designated flights; use of snorkeling
equipment, wetsuits, kayaks, and stand-up
paddleboard; tips (except to ship’s crew); taxes
and service charges; services of a ship
physician and services of our expedition staff.
Unused services or items included in our
programs are non-refundable.
*NOTE: Starting in 2024, alcoholic beverages
will be included aboard National Geographic
Sea Lion.

Cost Not Included:
Air transportation (except where specified
as included); charter airfare; extensions;
passport; visa; immigration fees; meals
not indicated; travel protection plan; and
items of a personal nature, such as
internet access and laundry.

DAY 6: Belize City / El Remate
Disembark in Belize City and drive to El Remate,
Guatemala gateway to Tikal—one of the largest
cities in the Classic Maya world. Enjoy lunch on
the way before reaching the shores of picturesque
Lake Petén Itzá and transferring to the Hotel
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Camino Real Tikal. Later, set out on an optional
birding walk with our naturalists, or take a sunset
boat cruise on the lake. (B,L,D)
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DAY 7: Tikal

Special Offers

FREE BAR POLICY

Spend a full day exploring Tikal, where ancient
pyramids tower more than 200 feet, and
thousands of temples, shrines, and plazas are
scattered beneath the rain forest canopy. Discover
the site’s archaeological treasures, including the
Temple of the Great Jaguar and the North and
South Acropolis. Encounter ancient Maya art and
hieroglyphs, and examine carved stone
inscriptions that illuminate the history and spiritual
significance of Tikal. (B,L,D)

Enjoy free beer and wine (excluding
super-premium brands) on all 2023
departures aboard National Geographic
Venture, National Geographic Quest,
National Geographic Sea Bird, and
National Geographic Sea Lion. Starting in
2024, your full bar tab (excluding superpremium brands) will be included.

DAY 8: Yaxhá

Book by April 30, 2023, and receive a
$450 air credit per person. Valid for new
bookings only, subject to availability, and
may not be combined with other offers.
Credit will be deducted from cabin fare,
prior to any additional applicable savings.
Call for details.

Explore Yaxhá, a former Maya ceremonial center
situated on a ridge overlooking Yaxhá Lake. The
world’s third largest known Maya site, Yaxhá
spreads across nine plazas and contains multiple
pyramids, ball courts, and stelae. Examine its
features with your local guides and, if you wish,
climb a temple for panoramic views. Later, enjoy
lunch at a traditional Guatemalan restaurant,
followed by an evening at leisure. (B,L,D)

DAY 9: El Remate / Flores / Home
This morning transfer to the Flores airport for
flights to Guatemala City to connect with
international flights home. (B)
NOTE: The cost of the flight from Flores to
Guatemala City is not included. As of July 2022,
the estimated air fare is $125 per person.

$450 AIR CREDIT

CELEBRATE LIFE'S
MILESTONES
Join us and celebrate your great
milestones, including birthdays,
anniversaries, family reunions,
retirements, and more. Beginning in 2023,
groups of 8 or more traveling together in
celebration receive 5% off and a
complimentary group photograph, while
the cabin-of-honor receives onboard ship
credit, beautiful cake, and more onboard
celebrations. Milestone celebration must
be communicated at time of booking.
Milestone amenity package is one per
group, intended for the guest celebrating
the Milestone event. Group discount is
applicable to cruise portion only, and does
not apply towards additional services
such as hotels, extensions, airfare, etc.
Group cancellation terms also apply. Not
combinable with certain offers.

BACK-TO-BACK SAVINGS
Save 10% on any consecutive journeys
taken on board one of our expedition
ships. This savings is applicable on
voyage fares only, and are not valid on
extensions or airfare.

BRINGING THE KIDS
We believe sharing an expedition with
your kids or grandkids is a life-enhancing
experience. So take $500 off for each
child under the age of 18.

TRAVELING AS A GROUP
Save 5% when traveling as a group of 8
or more people. Take advantage of these
great savings, while enjoying traveling
with your friends and family. This savings
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is applicable to voyage fares only, and is
not valid on extensions or airfare.
Deposit, final payments, and cancellation
policies for group travel vary from our
regular policies.

COMBINING OFFERS
Certain offers may be combinable, up to
two savings opportunities, except where
noted otherwise. For example, travel with
a group of 8 or more on back-to-back
expeditions, and take advantage of both
savings.
* See our website at https://www.expeditions.com/ for the most up-to-date pricing, which may vary by departure date. Prices
are subject to modification, and are not guaranteed until booking and required deposits are made. For best pricing, book
early.

(1) Travel Protection Plan
We strongly recommend our guests to take advantage of our Travel Protection Plan. This plan offers comprehensive
coverage to protect you from cancellation fees, costs incurred due to trip delays/interruption, damage or loss of
baggage, medical assistance, and evacuation during your travels. Our Travel Protection Plan is available for U.S.
residents only, and may be purchased any time prior to final payment due date, Travel Protection premiums are nonrefundable once plan is purchased.
Learn more about our Travel Protection “Plus” Plan: https://www.expeditions.com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/

(2) Cancellation Policy
Review our cancellation policy: https://www.expeditions.com/cancellation-policy/
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