ALONG THE RING OF FIRE: KAMCHATKA, KURIL ISLANDS &
HOKKAIDO
Current route: Nome, Alaska to Niigata, Japan
Expeditions in: Aug
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DAY 1: Anchorage, Alaska, U.S.
Arrive in Anchorage this afternoon and join your
fellow travelers for a welcome reception and
embarkation briefing.

DAY 2-3: Nome / Bering Strait
This morning fly to Nome, where we’ll embark the
National Geographic Orion. Settle into your
comfortable cabin and set sail, cruising the open
seas as we cross the legendary Bering Strait—the
narrow passage that links the Bering Sea to the
Arctic Ocean and separates North America from
Asia. (B,L,D)

DAY 4: Provideniya, Russia
Often called the “gateway to the Arctic,”
Provideniya lies at the western edge of the Bering
Strait. This former Soviet military port is also the
administrative center where we’ll conduct our
ship’s clearance into Russia. Visit the local
museum to take a look at regional artifacts,
photographs, and paintings, and enjoy a traditional
music and dance performance. (B,L,D)

DAY 5-8: Chukotka and Koryak Coasts
Over the next several days, we’ll explore the
seldom visited Koryak coast and Chukotka
Peninsula in the remote Russian Far East. Hike
the vast tundra, surrounded by volcanic mountains
and diminutive flora, and photograph elusive
brown bears, Pacific walruses, and various
species of seals in onshore rookeries. We’ll also
learn about the local Koryak reindeer-herding
culture during a visit to a picturesque coastal
village. (B,L,D)

DAY 9-10: At Sea / Commander Islands
Spend two days sailing the wildlife-rich waters of
Russia’s Commander Islands, a designated
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. Watch for northern
fur seals, Russian sea otters, and flocks of nesting
seabirds. Step ashore at Bering Island to visit the
gravesite of Danish explorer Vitus Bering, and
keep your eyes out for arctic foxes and horned
and tufted puffins. Weather permitting, ride
Zodiacs to a northern fur seal rookery at Cape
Severo-Zapadni. (B,L,D)

DAY 11-12: Chazhma & Zhupanova Rivers
Continue south along the Kamchatka Peninsula
and navigate into two pristine rivers, teeming with
rainbow trout, salmon, and char. Explore the lower
portion of this waterway by Zodiac, seeking out
Steller’s sea eagles—one of the largest raptors in
the world—as well as wading birds and spotted
seals hauled out on the sandbars. (B,L,D)

DAY 13: Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy
Sail into the protected waters of stunning Avacha
Bay, the sea gate to Russia’s Kamchatka
Peninsula. Visit the port town of PetropavlovskKamchatskiy, framed by a trio of soaring snowcapped volcanoes: Koryakskiy, Avachinskiy, and
Kozelskiy. (B,L,D)
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DAY 14-17: Kuril Islands
We’ll spend the next several days discovering the
Kuril Islands, a volcanic archipelago stretching
from Kamchatka to the northeastern corner of
Japan’s Hokkaido island. Mostly uninhabited, the
Kurils boast incredible wildlife, dramatic scenery,
and a complex political history. Weather
permitting, we’ll visit several of the islands,
including Atlasov—home to the archipelago’s
highest volcano, as well as the remains of a
women’s gulag, or Soviet-era labor camp; Ptichiy
island, a haven for migratory birds and sea otters;
Shiashkotan, the site of an ancient village of the
Ainu—an indigenous people of the Kuril,
Hokkaido, and Sakhalin islands; and Simushir,
where volcanic peaks loom over an abandoned
submarine base. (B,L,D)

DAY 18-19: At Sea / Korsakov, Russian
Federation
Enjoy a relaxing day at sea as we cross the Sea of
Okhotsk to Korsakov, located at the southern end
of Sakhalin, Russia’s largest island. Here, we’ll
conduct our ship’s clearance out of Russia.
(B,L,D)

DAY 20: Abashiri, Japan / Shiretoko National
Park
Arrive in Abashiri on the island of Hokkaido. After
our ship’s clearance into Japan, visit the Hokkaido
Museum of Northern Peoples, dedicated to the
cultures of the indigenous tribes of the Earth’s
subarctic regions. Later, we’ll venture to Shiretoko
—the “end of the Earth” in the native Ainu dialect.
One of Japan’s most spectacular national parks,
Shiretoko provides a habitat for numerous species
of land and marine mammals, such as brown
bears, Steller sea lions, and sperm whales. We’ll
also be on the lookout for white-tailed eagles,
Blakiston’s fish owls, and Steller’s sea eagles,
which spend the winters here. (B,L,D)

DAY 21: Kushiro Shitsugen National Park /
Akan Mashu National Park
Cruise Hokkaido’s northeastern coast to Kushiro
and head inland to explore Kushiro Shitsugen
National Park, Japan’s largest wetland and home
to the endangered red-crowned crane, which was
thought to be extinct in the early 20th century.
Then drive to Akan Mashu National Park, known
for its ethereal, mist-shrouded lakes, where we’ll
delve into forests of Sakhalin spruce and visit a
charming Ainu village. (B,L,D)

DAY 22-23: Muroran / At Sea
Dock at Muroran and choose to drive to ShikotsuTōya National Park, filled with mirror-like lakes and
forest-covered hills set against the silhouette of
the snowcapped Mount Yotei stratovolcano.
Alternatively, drive to the lush town of Shiraoi to
visit the newly opened National Ainu Museum and
Park, an open-air museum where visitors can
experience various elements of Ainu culture. Our
final afternoon will be spent at sea as we make our
way toward Niigata. (B,L,D)

DAY 24: Niigata / Tokyo
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Disembark in Niigata, facing the Sea of Japan on
the island of Honshu. Board a bullet train to Tokyo,
and check in to your hotel upon arrival. Spend the
remainder of the day at leisure, exploring the
vibrant Japanese capital on your own. (B,L,D)
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DAY 25: Tokyo
Set out to explore Tokyo today. Visit the serene
Meiji Jingu shrine, dedicated to the spirit of
Emperor Meiji, who ruled over Japan from 1867 to
1912 and helped transform the country into a
modern power. At the Edo-Tokyo Museum, learn
about the Tokugawa shogunate, the powerful
military government that preceded the Meiji era.
Delve into the bustling lanes of the Asakusa
district and visit the iconic Sensoji temple, Tokyo’s
oldest Buddhist temple. Enjoy a farewell dinner
with your fellow travelers tonight. (B,L,D)

DAY 26: Tokyo / U.S.
After breakfast, depart for the airport to connect to
your flight home. (B)

* See our website at https://www.expeditions.com/ for the most up-to-date pricing, which may vary by departure date. Prices
are subject to modification, and are not guaranteed until booking and required deposits are made. For best pricing, book
early.

(1) Travel Protection Plan
We strongly recommend our guests to take advantage of our Travel Protection Plan. This plan offers comprehensive
coverage to protect you from cancellation fees, costs incurred due to trip delays/interruption, damage or loss of
baggage, medical assistance, and evacuation during your travels. Our Travel Protection Plan is available for U.S.
residents only, and may be purchased any time prior to final payment due date, Travel Protection premiums are nonrefundable once plan is purchased.
Learn more about our Travel Protection “Plus” Plan: https://www.expeditions.com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/

(2) Cancellation Policy
Review our cancellation policy: https://www.expeditions.com/cancellation-policy/
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